
TH E VOICEO F  G O D  I S  C A L L I N G

We o f ten  hear  someone beg in  to  ques t ion  us  in  th i s  way :  can
y o u  r e m e m b e r  a  t i m e  w h e n  .  .  .  .  . ?

"Memor ies "  a re  one  impor tan t  pa r t  o f  each  person  tha t  keep  any
two  persons  f rom be ing  exac t l y  a l i ke .  P rove  i t  w i th  an  exper i -
ment  by  le t t i ng  a  g roup  o f  f r i ends  "abou t  your  age"  make  a
pic ture of  a  sad and a happy memory that  each of  thcnr  has.  Do
anv  two  memor ies  come ou t  the  same?

The Hebrew people long ago had memor ies that  reached far  back to the t ime when God f i rs t  ca l led them to
become a nat ion,  g iv ing them the specia l  responsib i l i t ies of  teaching the whole wor ld about  His  Purposes.  To

keep thei r  memor ies a l ive and st rong,  they rec i ted and reto ld the stor ies again and again around the campf i res
in the wi lderness unt i l  the " te l l ing"  of  the Exodus Event  became l ike a ceremony.  Throughout  Old Testament

wr i t ings there are many words wr i t ten to renew and remind the people of  the covenant  re lat ionship between

God and lsrael .

Perhaps you could act  out  the Exodus Event  in  your  choi r .  Some could be Egypt ian sold iers;  some could be

Hebrew s laves making br icks,  wi th  one boy act ing out  the par t  o f  Moses when he (Moses)  became aware of

God cal l ing h im to lead the Hebrew people across the Red Sea in to a promised land.  Can you guess what

l \4oses d id when God cal led h im? Just  l ike we somet imes do ourselves when i t 's  t ime to go to church or  to

fu l f i l l  a  responsib i l i ty  Moses t r ied a l l  k inds of  excuses to get  out  of  obeying God.  Read a l l  o f  Exodus,

Chapters 3 through I5,  to  learn the exc i t ing th ings that  happened to Moses.

A hymn which reminds us of  how God cal ls  persons is :

The voice of God is colling its summons unto men,
As once he spake in Zion so now he speaks ogain'

How does the voice of  God cal l  us? Through a voice l ike a human person or  through events and exper iences in

which we become aware of  God's  Presence?

The next  l ine asks,  "Whom shal l  I  send to succor  my people in  the i r  need?" "Succor"  means to help.  Who are

some of  the people in  the wor ld today who need help?

Some of  the other  s tanzas use words that  are a b i t  out  of  date but  the IDEA of  the hymn is  the same as the

IDEA of  the Exodus Event  of  the lsrael i tes and i ts  memory in  the conscience of  the people of  ls rael :  GOD

CALLS US AND WE TOO IVIUST OBEY!

Search  the  me lody  to  see  wh ich  l i nes  a re  a l i ke .  T ry  s ing ing  the  match ing  l i nes  by  sca le

c l a p  t h e  r h y t h m .  D o  y o u  t h i n k  t h e  l i v e l y  W e l s h  r h y t h m  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  m e a n i n g
steps of do-re-mi's. Now
of  the  words?

whv ?

A  f i n e  m e m o r y  t h a t  y o u  m i g h t  l i k e  t o
g roup  o f  your  cho i r  f r i ends  s ing ing  the
are we !"

keep  your  who le  l i f e t ime  i s
hymns that  show We heed,

the good feel ing as you
O Lord, Thy summons

s tand  among the
and znswer: Here
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